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My turn 
John Boy 

 
Every Thursday night 

when I was a boy, I called 
my grandmother to remind 
her that The Waltons was 
about to come on television. 
I didn’t want her to miss it. 
She had lived through the 
Great Depression as a young 
wife and mother, and while 
she spoke of those years 
with a certain fondness, I 
later came to realize the real-
ity was far harsher than her 
stories let on. For her, that 
show was both reminder and 
comfort, an idealized reflec-
tion of a time that had been 
bitter in practice, 
yet sweet in 
memory. She had 
lived in a place 
along the Ten-
nessee River 
known as the Old 
23rd District. I 
wrote extensively 
about those days 
in my book South 
of the Mouth 
Sandy. 

As a child, I didn’t fully 
grasp why it meant so much 
to her. Only later, when I 
understood the weight of 
what she had endured, did I 
see the deeper truth. She 
needed those familiar voices 
from Walton’s Mountain to 
tell her that hardship could 
coexist with love, dignity and 
grace. 

I always identified with 
John Boy Walton. He was a 
writer with his own newspa-
per, The Chronicle, forever 
scribbling down thoughts 
about people, places and the 
quiet lessons tucked inside 
everyday life. He was prag-
matic and a little philosophi-
cal, and he saw in ordinary 
moments something worth 
preserving. Perhaps that’s 
where I, too, caught the bug 
– the notion that words on a 
page could help a commu-
nity see itself more clearly 
and even find some redeem-
ing value in the telling. 

The other night, I caught a 
rerun I hadn’t seen in 
decades, an episode titled 
The Pony Cart. The story re-
volved around Grandpa’s 
sister-in-law, who was near-
ing the end of her life at age 
90. When the episode 
opened, I found myself al-
most mouthing the lines, 
though I hadn’t seen it since 
I was probably 10 years old. 
That’s how memory works 
with the stories that matter. 
They stay etched somewhere 
in us, waiting. Pastor Wayne 
Garvey always used to quip 
that he had a mind like a 
steel trap. Once something 
got in there, he could never 
get it back out. 

What struck me about the 
Waltons episode wasn’t the 
sadness but the serenity. 
The underlying message was 
that her life had been full, 
her time had come and she 
met it without fear or fore-
boding. It was about finding 
peace in the leaving, just as 
much as joy in the living. 

So simple are the themes, 
down-home truths of family, 
faith and resilience that still 
bend up the corners of my 
mouth. When I think of John 
Boy, whose pen carried the 
weight of his world, I smile. 
Maybe he’s the reason I’ve 
spent decades writing for a 
small-town newspaper, 
scratching out columns that 
I hope, in some small way, 
bring the same kind of 
meaning my grandmother 
found in that Thursday 
night ritual. 

Good night, John Boy. 
 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 

1979, has been editor of The Press for more 
than 30 years and is the author of South of 
the Mouth of Sandy, a true story about crime 
along the Tennessee River. You can find it on 
Amazon or wherever books are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

HARVEST  TIME | National Farmers Day 
Harvest season is underway in Crittenden County and across the region. On Sunday, we 
observe National Farmers Day. Find our special section on pages 8-9 where we celebrate 
our local farming heritage. Last week James Penn (pictured above) and his crew were 
harvesting soybeans south of Marion along U.S. 641. Motorists should be alert for slow-
moving farm equipment on area highways. 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County school of-

ficials say student attendance 
remains one of the most press-
ing challenges for the district, 
even as data show encouraging 
signs of improvement. Chronic 
absenteeism, defined as stu-
dents missing 10 percent or 
more of the school year, has de-
clined for the second consecu-
tive year, but remains well 
above pre-pandemic levels. 

According to district figures 
presented during last week’s 
board of education meeting, the 
chronic absenteeism rate in 
2025-26 is 14.36 percent, down 
from 17.09 percent last year. 
That drop equals about 32 
fewer students in the chroni-

cally absent category, based on 
an enrollment of 1,180. By com-
parison, the rate was 26.69 per-
cent in 2020-21, the year most 
affected by the pandemic, and 
19.17 percent in 2021-22. 

Despite progress, attendance 
has not yet returned to where it 
was before COVID-19. In 2019-
20, the district’s rate was just 
9.68 percent, the lowest in more 
than a decade.  

“I’d be tickled to be under 
10%, but that’s still 10 percent 
of our students missing way too 
much school,” said Director of 
Pupil Personnel Diana Lusby. 

Attendance matters for more 
than grades and test scores. It  

 
See ABSENT/page 4 

Chronic Absenteeism 
  Absenteeism data for Crit-
tenden County School Dis-
trict from 2018 to present. 

2018-19 a 12.60% 

2019-20 a 9.68% 

2020-21 a 26.69% 

2021-22 a 19.17% 

2022-23 a 19.93% 

2023-24 a 21.72% 

2024-25 a 17.09% 

2025-26 a 14.36% 
 

Elsewhere in 2023-24 
Caldwell            23.7% 
Hopkins            25.3% 
Livingston         25.9% 
Lyon                  20.0% 
McCracken       16.3% 
Paducah           28.5% 
Trigg                 21.0% 
Webster            27.9% 
State Average   28.5% 

Chronically Absent 
District doubling down on issue 
of too many missed school days

KY 295 bridge could 
be done by Friday; 
update on others 

The KY 295 bridge over Liv-
ingston Creek at the Crittenden–
Lyon county line could reopen as 
soon as Friday if guardrail instal-
lation goes as planned this week, 
according to Carrie Dillard of the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. 
The bridge, closed since March 
2024 after inspectors found se-
vere structural deterioration, was 
recently paved. Crews expect work 
to wrap up this week, completing 
the $1.236 million replacement 
project under Jim Smith Contract-
ing. The new single-span bridge 
replaces a five-span steel I-beam 
structure and features concrete 
beams with an updated design. 
The closure forced motorists onto 
narrow county roads for the past 
18 months. About 675 vehicles 
normally cross the bridge each 
day. 

Meanwhile, work on the Dam 50 
Road bridge remains on schedule, 
with completion expected in early 
November and there’s possible 
movement on funding for replace-
ment of the bridge on Mexico 
Road that has been closed since 
March. 

 

Tallest Presidents 
Here are the five tallest U.S. 

presidents ranked by height:  
1. Abraham Lincoln 6-foot-4 
2. Lyndon B. Johnson 6-foot-3½  
3. Donald Trump 6-foot-3 
4. Thomas Jefferson 6-foot-2½ 
5. George Washington 6-foot-2  

Honorable mentions just  
behind them: Bill Clinton,  
Chester A. Arthur, and  
Franklin D. Roosevelt, all  
about 6-2.  
 

Halloween Ups | Downs 
Trick or Treat on Main is sched-

uled for Friday, Oct. 31 (see de-
tails on page 3); however, Tolu 
has announced that it will not be 
hosting a haunted house this year. 

 

Youth Camp Rd. closing 
Youth Camp Road will be closed 

to through traffic late this week, 
Wednesday through Friday, Oct. 
8–10, as crews repair several areas 
of base failure in preparation for 
paving. While motorists will still be 
able to access either Irma White 
Road or Tom Hill Road from one 
end of Youth Camp Road, normal 
routes may be altered during the 
work period. Drivers are urged to 
use caution in the work zones. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 13 at city hall. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education will meet at 5 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 13. 

• Crittenden County Chamber 
of Commerce will meet at 8:30 
a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 14 at the 
Rocket Arena conference room. 

• Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
14 at the courthouse. 

• Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 16 at the county 
office complex. 

County resets jail budget
STAFF REPORT 

Only three months into 
the new fiscal year, Critten-
den County Fiscal Court last 
Friday introduced a major 
amendment to the 2025-26 
budget, a $274,402 adjust-
ment that leaders believe will 
stabilize a number of county 
operations. Yet its primary 
objective was clearly a re-
sponse to the county’s grow-
ing financial concern at the 
jail. 

Final approval of the 
budget amendment ordi-
nance will be considered at 
the fiscal court’s next meet-
ing on Thursday, Oct. 16. 

The proposal reflects 
minor carryover balances 
and reimbursements in var-
ious departments, yet a 
sharp reduction in expecta-
tions of federal prisoner 
housing payments, which 
the county believes has cre-
ated a deficit in the Jail 

Fund. The amendment re-
duces total jail revenue ex-
pectations by $161,110.74. 

According to the budgetary 
amendment, revenue from 
federal prisoner housing and 
travel fell by $231,700 com-
bined, and additional de-
creases came from telecom 
commissions, inmate fees 
and other small line items. 
Modest increases in the jail’s 

 
See AMEND/page 4 

Crittenden County Director of Pupil Personnel 
Diana Lusby presents absenteeism figures to the 
board of education during last week’s meeting.
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Seniors Claim Third Straight Powderpuff Title
Crittenden County High School’s senior class won its third consecutive powderpuff 
championship during homecoming festivities Oct. 3. Seated from left are Brianna 
Walker, Peyton Smith, Ella Whitney, Gracie Orr, Aubrey Grau, Mollie Blazina, Gavin 
Grimes, Makayla Williams, (second row) Faith O’Brien, Georgia Holeman, Elliot Ev-
ans, Andrea Federico, Aerie Suggs, Elle McDaniel, Ally Yates, Zoey Hodge, Emma 
Lynch, (back) coaches Quinn Summers and Brayden Poindexter, Jordyn Potter, 
Anna Boone, Bristyn Rushing, Chloe Hunt, Cassie Guess, Madison Walker, Hayden 
Peak, Ella Geary, Lacey Boone and coach Caden Howard.

Deaths
Kirk

Charlotte Leidecker 
Kirk died peacefully on 
October 4, 2025 in Louis-
ville. Charlotte was born 
on February 11, 1949 
in Florence, 
Ala. She was 
a graduate 
of Reidland 
High School 
in Paducah 
and Murray 
State Univer-
sity, where 
she earned a Master’s de-
gree in Secondary Educa-
tion. 

Surviving are a son 
Chad Kirk (Katie); grand-
children Hayden Frazier, 
Collier and Webb Kirk; 2 
brothers Frank and Keith 
Leidecker; and countless 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and dear friends.

A lifelong teacher and 
educator, Charlotte spent 
years in the classroom fo-
cusing her time on young 
students and those with 
special needs. She loved to 
travel and spent much of 
her later years circling the 
globe. She will be remem-
bered for her generosi-
ty, warmth, intelligence, 
quick wit, and great sense 
of humor. She was also 
an incredible listener and 
loved nothing more than 
sitting with friends or fam-
ily and sharing conversa-
tion. 

She was preceded in 
death by a daughter, Amy 
Kirk; a sister, Diane Irvan 
and her parents Boyd and 
Mildred (Wiley) Leidecker. 

The memorial was held   
Wednesday, Oct. 8 at Rat-
terman Funeral Home in 
Louisville.

Greenwell
Ann Callaway Christian 

Greenwell, 82, of Marion 
died peacefully on Sun-
day, Oct. 4, 2025. She 
was originally from Union 
County (Ca-
seyville and 
Sturgis), the 
only daughter 
of Margaret 
Berry Coo-
per Christian 
and Robert 
Carr Chris-
tian. While 
on break from college, 
she met Billy Sam Green-
well from Morgan昀eld, 
who would become her 
husband for the next 55 
years.

Ann was an avid learn-
er who began reading the 
Evansville Courier at age 
3 no less. She graduated 
from Sturgis High School 
(‘61), University of Ken-
tucky (‘65) and Murray 
State University (for Rank 
I and other teaching cer-
ti昀cates). Like her parents 
and many of her family be-

fore and after her, she was 
a devoted school teach-
er for many years before 
she retired as a victim’s 
advocate with the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. 
She additionally owned an 
antique store (The Calico 
Cat) and a ceramics, por-
celain and pottery studio 
(Ann’s Kids). She was im-
mensely resourceful and 
if she determined she was 
interested, there was very 
little that she could not do 
and generally devoted her 
resources to others. She 
adored animals, includ-
ing her horses, dogs, cats, 
racoons, opossums, pea-
cocks, wild turkeys, and 
let’s be honest, anything 
that would wander on the 
farm in which she would 
feed and harbor joyfully.

Ann loved the people 
of Crittenden, Union and 
Webster counties and as 
if she wasn’t related to 
most of their residents, 
she certainly knew them 
and/or their families well. 
She was known to send 
personal letters, often 
hand-written and distrib-
uted copious numbers 
of cards each year. She 
was keenly interested in 
people, particularly chil-
dren and unsel昀shly was 
devoted to creating the 
possible for anyone that 
dreamed of the impossi-
ble. Ann could always see 
untapped potential and 
like all good teachers, was 
committed to nurturing 
that goal. She was an out-
spoken and loyal support-
er of what she believed 
was right, even when she 
was in the minority and 
few, if any, could prove to 
be an adequate opponent 
to her position.

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Bear Greenwell, Wolf 
(Heather) Greenwell, Zac 
(Marcie) Greenwell; 昀ve 
grandchildren, Joshua 
Walser, Kyle Goff, Skyler 
Greenwell, Sammy Green-
well and Lanie Greenwell; 
and one great-grandchild, 
Ian Goff-Joseph. She was 
predeceased by her par-
ents and the one love of 
her life, Bill, with whom 
she created not only a 
home but a loving and 
grateful family.

Services for Bill and 
Ann will be held on Satur-
day, Oct. 11, at 11 a.m. at 
Gilbert Funeral Home in 
Marion with Pastor Adam 
Bridgeman of昀ciating. 
Visitation will be on Fri-
day, October 10, from 5 to 
8 p.m.  and Saturday, Oct. 
11, from 10 to 10:45 a.m. 

The family is having a 
celebration of their lives at 
Fohs Hall immediately fol-
lowing the service where 
everyone is welcome to 
enjoy Marion Pit Bar-B-Q, 
(fried chicken, and coun-
try ham).

The family wishes to 
personally thank Ann’s 

wonderful family of care-
givers, Carmen Brown, 
Randy and Lisa Benson, 
Patsy Nesbitt, and Edna 
Smith, and all of the won-
derful professionals of 
Crittenden Health Sys-
tems-Emergency facility. 
The family also wishes to 
express gratitude to the 
many individuals who 
have shared and contin-
ue to share the impact 
Bill and Ann had on their 
lives. The outpouring of 
affection shown to our 
family lifts us up and reaf-
昀rms how lucky we are to 
have all of you in our lives.

The family kindly re-
quests that memorial 
donations be made to a 
charity of your choice.

Reddick
Linda Diane “Nonnie” 

Reddick, 83, of Hopkins-
ville, formerly of Mad-
isonville, passed away 
Sunday, Oct. 
5, 2025, at 
Jennie Stuart 
Medical Cen-
ter in Hop-
kinsville.

She was 
born Sept. 
26, 1942, in 
Evansville, Ind., to the late 
C.J. Hobgood and Elsie 
Franklin. She is preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Ellis “Jake” Reddick; a 
son, Todd Reddick; a 
brother, Buddy Hobgood; 
and 2 sisters, Cheryl Ar-
nold and Sherry Hobgood.

Nonnie was the ma-
triarch of her family — a 
woman of unwavering 
faith and the heart of 
her home. She was a 
prayer warrior who faith-
fully interceded for her 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and 
friends by name. She lived 
her life loving others and 
pointing them toward Je-
sus.

She attended Rhema 
Bible College and Victory 
Bible Institute in Tulsa, 
Okla. Nonnie helped pio-
neer and plant churches 
throughout her life and 
was a founding member 
of Christian Assembly, 
Christ Community, Gate-
way Church and Cove-
nant Community Church. 
Throughout her minis-
try, she established the 
Military Wives Support 
Group, the CCC Interces-
sor Prayer Ministry, the 
Equip Small Group, and 
Mentoring Classes. Her 
passion for the Word of 
God and her heart for peo-
ple left a lasting impact on 
everyone who knew her.

Earlier in life, Diane was 
a hairstylist for 23 years 
and was also a Daystar 
TV personality, sharing 
encouragement and joy 
with others.

She is survived by 2 
daughters, Stefanie (Jai-

me) Crowell of Madison-
ville and their children, 
Micah (Dr. Sydni) Crowell, 
Ethan (Kelsey) Crowell, 
Chase Crowell, Christian 
Crowell, and Caden (Mar-
lie) Crowell; Amy (Dr. Da-
vid) Bealle of Hopkinsville, 
their children, Elizabeth 
(John) Colby, Katheryn 
(Will) Thweatt, Benjamin 
(Lauren) Bealle, Jacob 
Bealle, and Hadley Han-
cock; a daughter-in-law, 
Michelle Reddick of Mari-
on, and her children, Kay-
la (Ben) McCurry, Ashton 
(Bradley) Wyatt, Bekah 
Reddick (Sam) Lawskow-
ski, Jack Reddick, Jonah 
Reddick, Jeff Reddick, 
and John Luke Reddick; 
a sister, Ramona Payne 
of Owensboro; brothers, 
Rev. Glen Hobgood and 
Jerry Hobgood, both of 
Madisonville, and Rick 
Hobgood of Owensboro; 
and 昀fteen great-grand-
children.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 11, 2025, at Cove-
nant Community Church. 
Burial will follow in Green-
hill Memorial Gardens in 
Hopkinsville.

Visitation will be from 
4 p.m. until 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 10, at Covenant 
Community Church, and 
again from 10 a.m. until 
service time Saturday at 
the church.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Props for 
a Purpose, LLC, a 501(c)
(3) organization in Hop-
kinsville.

Whitston
Bertha Irene Whitson, 

90 of Benton, Ky., died 
October 2, 2025 in Baptist 
Health Paducah.

Known by her friends 
as Irene, she was born in 
Union County and had 
worked as a truck driver 
along with several other 
professions.

Surviving are her son, 
David Whitson, Benton 
and daughter, Cricket 
Hurt, Tampa, Fla.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents 
James Richard and Fanny 
Jane Gobin Ivy.

Whitson had chosen 
cremation and her wish-
es have been honored by 
her family. There are no 
services scheduled at this 
time.

Myers Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Boyd
John W. Boyd, 84, of 

Marion died October 6, 
2025.

Boyd was born on 
March 16, 1941.

He was predeceased by 
his parents Denzil H. and 
Willie L. Boyd and brother 
Denzil H. Jr.

Surviving are his wife 

Sally of Marion; son, 
Christopher Kyle Boyd 
of Palos Hills, Ill.; step-
sons, William (Stepha-
nie) Darrow and James 
Darrow; sister, Mary 
(Norman) Stiegemeier, 
Saint Charles, Mo.; sev-
eral grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews and beloved dog 
Tick.

Boyd graduated from 
Crittenden County High 
School and went on to 
attend the University of 
Kentucky. His work in 
the machine tool and die 
industry took him to Illi-
nois, New York and Ten-
nessee. In 1998, he and 
Sally moved back to Mar-

ion to pursue his passion 
for farming and revitalized 
the family farm, where he 
retired just three years 
ago. Boyd also loved 昀sh-
ing, gardening and watch-
ing football but watching 
basketball was his pas-
sion.

Per his request, a pri-
vate family graveside ser-
vice was held.

Myers Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Memorials may be 
made in John’s memory 
to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital.
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Jailer responds 
to fiscal court  
To the Editor and  Citizens 
of Crittenden County: 

I would first and fore-
most like to thank all of 
you who have sent mes-
sages and reached out to 
me personally to express 
your support and defend 
me in both thought and 
action during these un-
precedented times. I ap-
preciate you all more 
than words can express.  

I would like to state 
some facts that I feel the 
need to be shared.  

 1. Crittenden County 
Detention Center is one 
of the best financially run 
jails in the Common-
wealth of Kentucky.  And 
it’s been that way under 
my administration as 
your Crittenden County 
Jailer.  

 2. I employee some of 
the finest correctional of-
ficers and support staff 
in the state and have 
been 100% staffed my 
entire first term.   

3. I am willing to work 
with any agency, elected 
official or other organiza-
tion for the benefit of the 
entire county.  

4. The Crittenden 
County Detention Center 
supplied over $607,000 
of savings to the county 
in 2024 alone, saving the 
City of Marion and the 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court the cost of labor to 
do those jobs. We provide 
much needed support 
throughout the county 
and community on proj-
ects that serve a public 
purpose.  

5. Crittenden County 
Detention Center is a 
leader in the correctional 
field, representing the 
county proudly.    

6. Crittenden County 
Detention Center is com-
mitted to the successful 
re-entry of all inmates 
that we house.  

7. Crittenden County 
Detention Center proudly 
supports the religious 
ministries that come to 
our facility for volunteer 
work in all denomina-
tions and have volun-
teers in the facility 6 days 
per week.  

8. My staff and I pro-
vide safe, secure incar-

ceration for all inmates 
and recognize the indi-
vidual as a person who 
has value and a place in 
our society. No one is 
just a number to any of 
us.  

9. Crittenden County 
Detention Center is a 
leader in educational 
programs that help give 
inmates the tools they 
need to change their 
lives, while helping to re-
duce housing costs for 
the state in the form of 
educational credits for 
completion of programs 
and also helping to bring 
money into Crittenden 
County for the comple-
tion of DOC recognized 
programming.  

10. The revenue that I 
have brought into the 
county does not include 
COVID funding which to-
taled $438,299.20 that 
we received from 2021 
through July 29, 2022 
and was the only reason 
the jail was running in 
the black.  

11. My first full year of 
administration July 1, 
2023-June 30, 2024, the 
revenue brought in was, 
to my knowledge, a 
r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g 
$3,668,941.82 and last 
year $3,383,081.27. This 
was done without any 
COVID funding.  

12. The Detention Cen-
ter building costs 
$488,000 annually in 
principal payments and 
interest alone. This is in-
cluded in the operational 
budget of the jail.  That 
total alone is more than 
the Fiscal Court has had 
to move into the Jail 
Budget.    

In my opinion, the vot-
ers and taxpayers of Crit-
tenden County need to 
take a long, hard look at 
why Crittenden County is 
in the financial situation 
that it is in. Drive though 
our industrial parks and 
you will see that there is 
very little industry in our 
county. Look at all the 
For Sale signs in the 
yards all around the 
county and city. That is 
your tax base leaving the 
county. Ask yourself why 
that is. Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom and the 
fiscal court, as it sets 
right now, have misman-
aged and drained re-

sources without any 
thought about the future 
and how they are going to 
improve the lives of our 
citizens. I feel that the ac-
tion they unanimously 
took to request my resig-
nation was a desperate 
attempt to deflect the 
blame and find a scape-
goat to use for the up-
coming elections. This 
fiscal court had no inter-
est in working with me 
until they saw the sup-
port I have been given 
since their malicious ac-
tions toward me. The po-
litical rhetoric that they 
have encouraged and the 
misinformation spread is 
further proof of the des-
peration they have to re-
tain power.  

With that said, I want 
to issue a call of action to 
the citizens of Crittenden 
County. Don’t let dirty 
politics stand for one 
more cycle. Get out and 
file to run for judge-exec-
utive, magistrate or any 
other office to which you 
feel you would be able to 
provide effective service. 
Do it for the benefit of 
your community. Be will-
ing to put yourself out 
there to benefit future 
generations. It is not 
easy, and it is not glam-
ourous, but our commu-
nity is worth it. I will 
continue to work dili-
gently to do my job and 
support others that are 
willing to take on this 
thankless work. It is not 
for the faint of heart.  

I am announcing that I 
am filing for re-election to 
the position of Crittenden 
County Jailer. I bring 
solid leadership, a 
unique knowledge of cor-
rections, continued posi-
tive relationships with 
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Corrections, the 
U.S. Marshals offices, 
and all law enforcement 
agencies and jails around 
the state. I have proudly 
represented Crittenden 
County in the Kentucky 
Jailers Association as a 
twice-elected board 
member; I possess the 
grit and determination to 
effectively run the jail 
and support my staff so 
they can continue provid-
ing this vital service to 
the citizens of Crittenden 
County.  

I love Crittenden 
County and am proud to 
be born and raised here. 
I want to see the commu-
nity progress into the fu-
ture and be the place 
that future generations 
can call home.  

Thank you all for allow-
ing me the opportunity to 
serve this great county. 
It’s time to pursue true 
change for our future 
and ensure that we have 
the right people in the 
right places.   

 
         Sincerely, 
         Athena Hayes 
          Crittenden Co. Jailer  

 

Seniors need 
help with meals 
 
To the Editor: 

The senior citizens in 
Marion, Crittenden 
County  and the other 
eight counties in the Pen-

nyrile region need your 
help. 

An affordable pilot 
transportation program 
for Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties was 
started a couple of years 
ago and because of its 
success, Todd and Lyon 
counties were added. 
Then came budget cuts 
that affected the pro-
gram, which was so 
needed because there is 
no public transportation 
in these areas. 

The latest problem due 
to another budget short-
fall attacks home-deliv-
ered meals for senior 
citizens. They will be de-
livered for a short time, 
three days per week and 
only to clients that are 
most in need. 

Some people cannot 
cook for themselves and 
they have no one to help. 
They depend on these 
meals to survive. Without 
them they may be forced 

to go to a nursing home. 
Home delivered meals 

should be reinstated to 
be delivered five days per 
week to all who need 
them. 

We desperately need 
the public to step up and 
contact Gov. Beshear, 
Sen. Jason Howell and 
Rep. Jim Gooch in per-
son, by email or call the 
message line 1-800-372-
7181. 

Also, contact the Cabi-
net for Health and Family 
Services, CHFS Listens 
at 1-833-372-0004 
(menu options-press 9) 
or by email at chfs.lis-
tens@ky.gov. 

Regardless of age, we 
need your voice heard in 
Frankfort supporting 
senior citizens home-de-
livered meals program in 
Marion and Crittenden 
County. 

Margaret Gilland 
Marion, Ky. 

 

Crittenden  Press  Letters  to  the  Editor

REAL ESTATE TERMSREAL ESTATE TERMS:

 SURVEY: SURVEY:  

AUCTION HELD AT: 111 STURGIS, ROAD, MARION, KY 42064

PREVIEW DATE:PREVIEW DATE:  Auction Day, October 16th from 8:00-10:00 amAuction Day, October 16th from 8:00-10:00 am

121 & 123 Hawk Lane, 111 Sturgis Road, Marion, KY 42064
Thursday, October 16, 2025 • 10:00 AM

3 PROPERTIES3 PROPERTIES SELLING IN MARION, KY SELLING IN MARION, KY

Tract 1: 0.53 Acres -Tract 1: 0.53 Acres -  111 Sturgis Road, Marion, KY 42064
•  54’ × 65’ three-story commercial block building  •  Storefront + shop space

Tract 3: 0.45 Acres -Tract 3: 0.45 Acres - 121 Hawk Lane, Marion, KY 42064

Tract 2: 0.46 Acres -Tract 2: 0.46 Acres - 123 Hawk Lane, Marion, KY 42064

PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS: 

•  Mix of residential & commercial potential

harrisauctions.com
MICHAEL HARRIS

PRINCIPAL BROKER / AUCTIONEER
TL# 5624 / TN BROKER# 280718

KL# 252972 / KY BROKER# 198374

270.970.0200 270-247-3253

Your Professional 
Auctioneers

HOMES

ESTATES

FARMLAND

WATERFRONT

Crittennden County High School crowned its football homecoming queen and king last Thursday during the annual homecoming game. Pictured is 
the entire court (from left) freshmen attendants Caroline Martin and Daryl Sherer, junior attendants Braelynn Merrill and Noah Byford, senior can-
didates Rhiana Maness and Brayden Poindexter, queen Gracie Orr and king Garyson Hall, crown and flower bearers Case Berry and Dru Courtney, 
senior attendants Anna Boone and Quinn Summers, sophomores Adri Berry and Jack Porter and 2024 king Cam’Ron Belcher.  

Royal Court



Scam alert: This one 
poses as funeral home 

Kentucky State Police Post 
16 in Henderson is warning the 
public about a scam in which 
criminals are posing as funeral 
home representatives through 
text messages. Victims report 
receiving unsolicited texts 
claiming to be a funeral home 
representative (using a real 
name associated with the facil-
ity), demanding payment for 
services immediately. 

These messages are fraudu-
lent. Funeral homes do not re-
quest or process payments 
through text messaging. Scam-
mers are using fear and sensi-
tive circumstances to pressure 
individuals into sending money 
or disclosing financial informa-
tion. 

Kentucky State Troopers 
recommend the following to 
protect yourself: 

- Do not respond to unex-
pected texts requesting pay-
ment. 

- Contact the funeral home 
directly using a verified phone 
number if you receive                   
a suspicious message. 

- Never share personal or fi-
nancial information over text 
with unknown numbers. 

- Report suspicious mes-
sages to local law enforcement 
and the Office of                              
Kentucky Attorney General - 
Consumer Protection (502) 
696-5389 or 888-432-                  
9257. 

KSP urges residents to share 
this information with family, 
friends and especially older 
community members who may 
be more vulnerable to such 
schemes. 

 

Want to be a leader? 
Here’s a good start 

Crittenden County High 
School’s Crosswalk program 
will launch a new leadership 
program for high school stu-
dents next week after Fall 
Break. The group, called “Be-
coming Leaders,” is designed 
to strengthen creative thinking, 
problem-solving, business 
startups and presentation 
skills. 

The program will meet each 

Wednesday until 4:30 p.m. and 
includes online assignments. 
Organizers say the program 
will build week to week and run 
through the rest of the school 
year. 

Participation will be capped. 
Students interested should see 
program coordinator Jeff 
Hughes for details. 

Inward migration 
marks stink season 

They’re back, and they’re not 
from around here. The brown 
marmorated stink bug, native 
to China, Japan and Korea, first 
slipped into the United States 
by hitchhiking in packing 
crates shipped to Pennsylvania 
in the mid-1990s. From there, 
the invasive pest spread like 
wildfire, reaching Kentucky 
only in the last decade. 

As fall settles in, the shield-
shaped insects begin looking 
for a warm place to hunker 
down, often invading homes, 
barns and garages in western 
Kentucky. They don’t bite or 
sting, but when crushed they 
emit the foul odor that gave 
them their name. With few nat-
ural predators here and plenty 
of soybeans, corn and fruit to 
munch on, their numbers have 
exploded in the region. 

Experts recommend keeping 

them out rather than dealing 
with them inside: caulk cracks, 
repair screens, seal gaps 
around pipes and doors, and 
sweep or vacuum up any strays 
that make it indoors. Other-
wise, you may find yourself 
hosting these foreign freeload-
ers until spring sends them 
back outside. 

 

Sturgis raises tax 
by 4% to 52.4 cents 

City of Sturgis last month set 
its property tax rates for 2025. 
The rate will be 52.4 cents per 
$100 of assessed value, ac-
cording to a report in the Stur-
gis News. That means property 
tax on a $100,000 home would 
be $524. Based on that rate, 
the city will be raising taxes 
4%, the most allowed by state 
law in a single year. 

Sturgis’ personal property 
rate was as set at 65.67 cents. 

 

Undressed yelling 
draws charges, 
lands woman in jail 

Livingston County Sheriff’s 
Department arrested a woman 
last Thursday after reports of 
her causing a disturbance in 
downtown Salem. According to 
the sheriff’s office, Lori Kinnes, 
57, was seen yelling at vehicles 
near the intersection of Main 
and Hayden streets. Deputies 
said they found her undressed 
and showing signs of intoxica-
tion. 

Kinnes allegedly resisted ar-
rest, became combative and is 
reported to have kicked a 
deputy.  

She faces charges of inde-
cent exposure, public intoxica-
tion, disorderly conduct, 
resisting arrest, assault and 
terroristic threatening. Kinnes 
was lodged in the McCracken 
County Jail. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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10 YEARS AGO 
October 8, 2015 
n The Siemens plant in Marion was recognized on Na-
tional Manufacturing Day by Deputy Secretary Rocky 
Comito of the Kentucky Labor Cabinet with the Governor’s 
Safety and Health Award for 1 million man-hours without a 
lost-time incident. Marion Plant Manager Troy Martin, Di-
rector of Environment Christine Higdon and EHS Manager 
Jessica Denton-McCallon were present to collect the 
award. 
n The Rocket football team beat Fulton City 43-12 in the 
homecoming game. Quarterback Nick Castiller finished 
with 149 passing yards and rushed for 93 yards and three 
touchdowns. Maeson Myers, Micheal Downing and Dylan 
Hollis each added a touchdown. 
n Rob Stephens of Marion came to the rescue of a bee-
hive at a home in Mexico. Inside a limb that had fallen 
from a tree, the bees continued to work, protecting the 
queen and making honey. Once common in Crittenden, 
beekeeping had declined, but Stephens renewed attention 
to the importance of bee pollination and honey production. 
His act created buzz in the Mexico community. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
October 12, 2000 
n First District U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield visited Marion to an-
nounce approval of an $80,000 grant for expansion of the 
Marion-Crittenden County Airport. Receiving the grant 
were Jim Johnson and Jesse Hodges of the Marion-Crit-
tenden County Airport Board. Whitfield also said Congress 
was expected to approve legislation to aid rural health 
care facilities. 
n The Crittenden County Board of Education took a big 
step toward construction of a new gymnasium at the high 
school. The two-story building would house the Rockets 
and Lady Rockets. Architect Keith Sharp said he designed 
the building with a prominent entrance element next to the 
parking lot. 
n Meghan Cavins won the middle school division at the 
Webster County Invitational cross country meet. Alongside 
Cavins, Brandon Jackson and Chris Loxley placed in the 
top five for the boys squad. Cavins finished her 1.8-mile 
run in 15:20, Jackson placed third at 15:02, and Loxley fin-
ished fourth at 15:42. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
October 9, 1975 
n Jackie Hocking received a $5 check from Eddie Boone, 
4-H Council president, for her winning entry in the 4-H 
Poster Contest. LeAnne Malcom earned $3 for her sec-
ond-place poster, and Stuart Collins won $2 for third. 
n Marion City Council met to discuss small town matters, 
including a curfew for the county. City Attorney Wendell 
Roberts proposed a curfew only on Halloween night in-
stead of year-round. 
n Donnie Mills was named player of the week following 
Crittenden’s 36-10 win over Russellville. Head coach Roy 
Cherry said when the Rockets needed yardage in key situ-
ations, Mills delivered. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

From the Press Archives – 10 Years Ago 
Pedal power and pumpkin pride were on full display at Marion’s 
Pumpkin Festival a decade ago.Winners included (top left) 
Cash Singleton, Bryson Beavers and Lane Curry in the 5-6 age 
division; (top right) Braydon Odom, Katie Beth James and Cut-
ter Singleton in the 7-8 age group; and (bottom) Caroline 
James, Kenlea Copeland and Austin Porters in the 3-4 division. 
This photo was originally published in The Crittenden Press, 

ABSENT 
Continued from page 1 
also directly affects the school 
district’s funding. SEEK, the 
state’s primary school funding  
formula, is based largely on aver-
age daily attendance (ADA). A de-
cline of 68 students in ADA this 
year cost the district about 
$79,000 in state aid. Superin-
tendent Tonya Driver has set a 
daily attendance goal of 96 per-
cent, but the district has strug-
gled to consistently reach that 
mark. 

Absenteeism is often a symp-
tom of broader challenges. Trans-
portation issues, health concerns 
and family instability are likely 
barriers that lead to missed 
school days. District leaders em-
phasize that even excused ab-
sences – such as medical 
appointments or family emergen-
cies – count toward the chronic 
absenteeism rate. That limits the 
district’s enforcement options, 
since Kentucky law provides con-
sequences only for unexcused 
absences. 

In an effort to turn the tide, 
Crittenden County Schools re-
cently rolled out SchoolStatus At-
tend, a software tool designed to 
help districts improve atten-
dance. The program automati-
cally generates notices for 

families, tracks patterns that 
may place students at risk and 
flags positive improvements for 
recognition. 

The goal is to allow school staff 
and truant officers to spend less 
time on paperwork and more 
time in direct contact with fami-
lies, Lusby told the school board 
last week.  

“Improving attendance is about 
more than compliance,” she said. 
“It’s about opportunity. This new 
system gives us the clarity and 
tools to intervene early and con-
nect with families in meaningful 
ways.” 

Administrators believe that 
many parents don’t realize how 
quickly absences accumulate. 
With 170 instructional days in a 
school year, chronic absenteeism 
begins at 17 missed days, that’s 
less than two per month. Even if 
a child is performing well aca-
demically, research shows stu-
dents who are chronically absent 
are far less likely to graduate on 
time and more likely to struggle 
later in school. 

Absences can also disrupt 
classroom learning. Students 
who miss class not only fall be-
hind themselves but can slow the 
pace for their peers when teach-
ers need to reteach material.  

Celebrating gains in atten-
dance, according to Crittenden 

County High School Principal 
Josh Cook, is a top priority. 

“We want our students to be 
here,” Cook said. “Not only does 
good attendance instill habits 
that future employers desire and 
expect, but missing a day of high 
school can mean missing out on 
opportunities to learn, grow and 
celebrate with classmates.” 

The high school joins both the 
middle and elementary schools in 
regularly hosting unannounced 
culture-building events, such as 
National Ice Cream Day last 
month, when students and staff 
enjoyed their favorite ice cream 
cones as school administration 
arrived in classrooms and offices 
with the sweet surprise. 

Completely eliminating chronic 
absenteeism is unlikely, but 
school administrators believe 
continued progress is possible. 
The goal is to bring the rate 
closer to pre-pandemic levels. 

Improving attendance can also 
benefit taxpayers as a whole, be-
cause it can limit increases in tax 
rates. SEEK funding declines 
when ADA falls, meaning fewer 
dollars for classrooms, trans-
portation and instructional re-
sources. Even a modest increase 
in ADA could restore tens of 
thousands of dollars to the dis-
trict’s bottom line and that eases 
the burden on local taxpayers. 

AMEND 
Continued from page 1 
inter-county housing 
contracts and adjusted 
carryover from the pre-
vious year are not 
enough to prevent deep 
spending cuts. 

To balance the jail’s 
books, appropriations 
were slashed across 
multiple categories, 
most notably $86,766 
in staff wages, $50,000 
originally earmarked for 
a new transport van, 
and smaller amounts 
from office supplies, 
training and operating 
costs. A few lines, such 
as medical service con-
tracts and employee 
health insurance contri-
butions, were adjusted 

upward slightly. 
Jailer Athena Hayes, 

whom magistrates 
asked to resign a few 
weeks ago over the jail’s 
financial condition, said 
after the meeting that 
she had already begun 
making cuts of her own. 
She lamented the re-
moval of funding for a 
van because the one 
being used is old and 
needs to be replaced. 
She is hoping auditors 
will allow her to pur-
chase the van from an-
other account funded 
by inmate fees, which is 
not part of the budget. 

Hayes said she will 
not resign and issued a 
public letter to the com-
munity late last week 
affirming her position. It 
is published elsewhere 

in this edition. 
Because it was a spe-

cial-called meeting, 
there was no further 
discussion during the 
formal part of the as-
sembly. Afterward, 
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said the 
budget amendments 
were needed to provide 
a more realistic expecta-
tion of revenues for the 
rest of the fiscal year, 
the first quarter of 
which ended last week. 

“We can’t spend 
money you don’t have,” 
he said, pointing to a 
need to trim the ex-
pense side of the budget 
as well. “We are watch-
ing it monthly.” 

At the September fis-
cal court meeting, lead-
ers noted that the 

county had already 
been forced to supple-
ment the jail from the 
General Fund by more 
than $200,000 during 
the first quarter of the 
fiscal year. 

Outside of the jail, 
most other funds saw 
only routine changes. 
The General Fund in-
creased by $45,287 
from a prior-year carry-
over, and the Road 
Fund gained about 
$35,600 from FEMA re-
imbursements and 
emergency reserves. 
Small carryovers were 
also recorded for Parks 
and Recreation, 911 op-
erations and the Opioid 
Settlement account, all 
of which were placed in 
reserve.



UPCOMING EVENTS  

Rocket sports schedule 

SATURDAY 
CCHS cross country at Morganfield 
MONDAY 
CCHS volleyball at University Heights 
TUESDAY 
CCHS volleyball at Caldwell County 
 

Friday’s football scores 

2A First Region 
Mayfield  52, Caldwell County  0 
O’boro Catholic 41, Hancock Co. 14 
Other Scores of Interest 
Tilghman 35, Logan County  27 
McCracken Co. 59, Hopkinsville  56 
Apollo 14, Graves County  7 
Murray 56, Webster County   0 
Owensboro 62, Marshall County  7 
Franklin-Simpson 56, Calloway 34 
Russellville 56, Ballard Memorial  13 
Fulton County 42, Caverna  40 
Madisonville 56, Muhlenberg Co. 12 

MS All Conference 

  Crittenden County Middle School foot-
ball players Noah Moss, Kevin Little 
and Draven Farmer were selected for 
the All Conference Team and received 
their awards last week. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Early wood duck                    Sept 20-24 
Teal                                        Sept 20-24 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-12 
Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 
Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-31 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Turkey shotgun               Dec 6 - Dec 12 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Deer muzzleloader              Dec 13-21 

Dove                              Dec 20 - Jan 11 
Deer Free Youth                  Dec 27-28 

Crow                                Jan 4 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Feb 14 

Coyote daytime                    Year Round 
Ground hog                          Year Round 
 

Longer youth hunt opens 

   Kentucky’s youth-only firearms deer 
season opens Saturday, Oct. 11, and 
continues through Sunday, Oct. 19. The 
weeklong hunt offers young sportsmen 
and girls an opportunity to enjoy the 
outdoors and learn hunting traditions 
under the guidance of an adult. Hunters 
ages 12–15 must have a youth hunting 
license and deer permit, while children 
under 12 do not need either. Adults ac-
companying youth hunters are required 
to wear hunter orange for safety but 
may not hunt with a firearm during the 
youth-only season. All harvested deer 
must be telechecked. 
 

Deer take 102 here so far 

     As of Monday, Critttenden County 
hunters had bagged 102 deer during 
the archery and crossbow season, 39 
males and 63 females. Eighteen were 
with a crossbow. Livingston hunters 
baggged 78 deer, including 19 male 
whitetails.  
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STAFF REPORT 
On a rare Thursday night 

homecoming game last week, 
two seniors continued to find 
their rhythm.  

For a couple of weeks early 
this season they had been 
ghosts of themselves, both 
sidelined in weeks one and 
two, and Crittenden County 
was struggling to define its 
identity without the dynamic 
duo. But now, with October 
air sharp as a blade, quarter-
back Quinn Summers and 
wideout Caden Howard 
played as if to make up for 
lost time, and the Rockets 
rolled 45-8 over Todd County 
Central. 

The Rockets have a bye 
week on Friday as school is 
on fall break. They will return 
next week to play at Fort 
Campbell for another Class 
2A District encounter. 

In last week’s homecoming 
affair, Summers’ arm and 
legs painted the field with big 
plays, and Howard caught 
nearly everything thrown his 
way, scoring five touch-
downs, one shy of the school 
record. Together, they wrote 
a first-half masterpiece that 
essentially ended the game 
before halftime. The mercy-
rule running clock was de-
ployed before intermission. 

Crittenden (4-3, 2-1 Class 
2A District 1) has now won 
four of its last five, solidifying 
itself in the playoff picture 
with two straight district vic-
tories. Todd Central fell to 1-
6, 0-3. 

“Adversity can really show 
you who you are and how 
you can handle bad times 
and bounce back. Coming 
back out here and feeling 100 
percent feels amazing,” 
Howard said, after setting fire 
to the Rebel secondary with 
204 yards receiving.  

Summers opened the scor-
ing by zipping a 26-yard 
strike to Howard, then break-
ing loose on fourth down off 
the left end for a 61-yard 
touchdown run. He would 
finish with 241 yards 
through the air on 12-of-19 
passing, plus another 69 on 
the ground. 

Howard did the rest. His 
67-, 51-, 43- and 6-yard 
touchdown receptions all 
came in the first two quar-

ters, torching Todd Central’s 
defense with a mix of speed, 
precision routes and Sum-
mers’ uncanny touch. By 
halftime, Crittenden led by 
what would be the final 
score, and never looked back. 

After surrendering a 24-
yard touchdown pass to 
Rigney Harrison on Todd’s 
opening drive, the Rocket de-
fense tightened its grip. Hay-
den Hughes and Dokota 
Sosh picked off passes, while 
Jay Stevenson had a sack 
and Azariah Rich recovered 
an onside kick. Todd Central 
managed only 129 total 
yards, including 55 through 
the air on 4-of-15 passing. 

Coach Gaige Courtney said 
his offense was clicking and 
defense did its job after that 
early letdown when Todd 
scored its only TD. The Rock-
ets scored on all six of their 
possessions in the first half.  

Howard, who last week be-
came the school’s all-time 
leader in career receiving 
yards, nearly added another 
record with his five-touch-
down haul. Summers, mean-
while, continues to flash 
dual-threat brilliance over 
the past two games, giving 
the Rocket offense yet an-
other weapon, particularly 
with starting running back 

Trae Taylor sidelined with an 
injury. 

With the bye week ahead, 
Crittenden will prepare for a 
road test at district foe Fort 
Campbell before closing dis-
trict play at home Oct. 24 
against rival Caldwell County 
in the final league game of 
the season.  

Last Thursday’s contest 
was one of a handful in the 
state moved off Friday due to 
a shortage of officials across 
Kentucky.  

 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
Todd Central             8      0     0    0 
Crittenden Co.        23    22     0    0 
 
SCORING PLAYS 
C-Caden Howard 26 pass from Quinn 
Summers (Brayden Poindexter pass 
from Summers) 11:03, 1st 
T-Rigney Harrrison 24 pass from Eli 
Morgan (Morgan run) 6:06, 1st 
C-Summers 61 run (Mitchell Brown 
kick) 5;05, 1st 
C-Howard 67 pass from Summers (Eli 
Lovell run) 2:56, 1st 
C-Howard 51 pass from Summers 
(Noah Byford pass from Summers) 
10:12, 2nd 
C-Howard 43 pass from Summers 
(Brown kick) 8:45, 2nd 
C-Howard 6 pass from Summers 
(Brown kick) 4:07 2nd 
 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 8, TCC 6 

Penalties: CCHS 5-35, TCC 9-55 
Rushing: CCHS 13-104, TCC 27-74 
Passing: CCHS 15-21-0, 264; TCC 4-
15-2, 55 
Total Yards: CCHS 368, TCC 129 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 0-0, TCC 0-0 
 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Summers 2-69, Logan Nolan 
6-20, Kaden Harrington 1-2, Azariah 
Rich 1-8, Conner Poindexter 3-5. TCC: 
Lister 8-27, Miller 4-5, Morgan 4-13, 
Martin 5-14, Rigney 6-15.  
Passing 
CCHS: Summers 12-19-0, 241, 
C.Poindexter 3-3-0, 23. TCC: Morgan 
4-15-2, 55. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Howard 8-204, Noah Byford 3-
40, Eli Lovell 1-(-3), Hayden Hughes 1-
18, Chris Guess 1-(-6), Azariah Rich 
1-11. 
Defense 
Brandsasse 3 solos, assist; Pierson 
solo, assist; B.Poindexter 7 solos, 2 
assists; D.Sosh assists, interception; 
Stevenson solo, sack; Byford 2 solos, 
assist; Musser 2 solos; Nolan 4 solos, 
2 assists; Perryman 2 solos; Blazina 
solo, assist, TFL; Lovell solo; Nash 4 
solos, 2 assists, 2 TFLs; C.Poindexter 
2 assists; Rich 6 solos, 2 assists, TFL, 
fumble recovery; Tramel assist; Her-
rington 2 solos, assist; Hughes 2 as-
sists, interception; Sherer assist; 
M.Counts solo. 
Records 
Crittenden 4-3 (2-1), Todd Central 1-6 
(0-3) 

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS 
The Rockets celebrated teamate Azariah Rich’s recovery of an onside kick last Thursday during 
the annual homecoming game as CCHS beat Todd Central. Pictured signaling possession their 
way are Eli Lovell (24), Davis Perryman (14) and Brayden Poindexter (15).

Rockets have won 4 of last 5

LADY ROCKETS SOCCER 
Crittenden advances to 2nd Region Tournament 

In a tournament setting, Crittenden County has been 
perfect against Lyon County this season. After beating the 
Lyons in the All A Classic opening round earlier this year, 
then losing to the Lyon girls twice in the regular season, 
CCHS outscored them 3-2 in a rain-soaked encounter on 
Monday to advance to the Fifth District championship 
match Tuesday against Trigg County. 

Hosting the district tournament, Crittenden County got 
goals from Kylie Bloodworth, Adri Berry and Ella Geary on 
assists by Berry, Geary and Haley Moore to win the tightly 
contested matchup in Marion. Goalkeeper Macibelle 
Hardesty recorded a dozen saves. CCHS improved to 7-
9-1 on the season, while Lyon closed out at 4-13-2. 

“It was a very hard-fought battle. We had to bring out 
all the stops and really wanted some revenge after losing 
to Lyon County twice in the regular season. It was really 
important for us to get that win,” coach Jessica DeBurgo 
said. The victory ensures CCHS a spot in the regional 
tournament at University Heights beginning Saturday, 
Oct. 11. This will be the Lady Rockets’ first trip to the re-
gional tournament since 2022. Their regional opponent 
has not been decided yet. 

Results from Tuesday’s title match against Trigg 
County at Marion were not available at press time.  

•CCHS lost 2-0 on the road last week to close out the 
regular season at Paducah Tilghman on Tuesday. The 
Lady Rockets finished 6-9-1 for the regular season. 

 

CCHS CROSS COUNTRY 

Crittenden County cross country athletes turned in 
solid performances last weekend at the Owensboro Invi-
tational, where the Rockets and Lady Rockets competed 
against a large field of western Kentucky and regional 
programs. In the boys’ 5,000-meter run, CJ Nelson led 
Crittenden with a 58th-place finish in 19:31.98, followed 
closely by Noah Martinez, who placed 67th in 19:49.03. 
Also competing were Aiden Musser (110th, 23:09.53), 
Landon Starkey (116th, 24:04.87) and Miles Yates (124th, 
25:59.32). 

For the girls’ team, Addie Nelson finished 94th in 
25:23.03, followed by Ella Whitney (114th, 27:26.02), 
Braelyn Fulkerson (127th, 30:17.28) and London McCord 
(128th, 30:20.84). 

•Crittenden County’s cross country teams turned in 
solid performances last Thursday at the Marshall County 
2K Dash, with the boys placing fourth overall and the 
girls finishing fifth in team standings. 

For the Rockets, C.J. Nelson led the way in 6th place 
(12:12.67), followed by River Rogers 9th (12:36.32), Noah 
Martinez 13th (12:48.83), Gaige Markham 31st 
(13:49.31), and Landon Starkey 46th (14:41.52). Miles 
Yates rounded out the team in 59th (16:06.78). 

On the girls’ side, Addie Nelson finished 23rd 
(15:50.10) to pace the Lady Rockets. She was followed by 
Ella Whitney 39th (17:24.47), Braelyn Fulkerson 53rd 
(19:37.63), London McCord 56th (20:19.25), and Hannah 
Whitney 61st (21:23.31). 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Crittenden County senior Hayden Peak (25) and junior Ruby Peek (6) converge on the 
ball during a regular season matchup at Marion-Crittenden County Park.

CCHS cross country runner  
Landon Starkey



Farming roots run deep: Glimpses of agriculture in the 1890s
Farming has always 

been a way of life for many 
Crittenden Countains. 
Once there were many 
small farms all over the 
county. Farmers were able 
to provide a living for their 
families and even make 
some income from their 
land. Farming was an im-
portant topic that was al-
ways being discussed with 
hopes of improving the 
land, and the crops that 
were produced.  

Early as the year 1897 
there was a series of ar-
ticles in The Crittenden 
Press telling about some 
of the farmers in the dif-
ferent areas of the coun-
ty and some of the crops 
there were raising.  

It seems Crittenden 
County had a large agri-
culture business at this 
time and good, hard-work-
ing farmers and families 
helped produce the crops. 
The cash crop mentioned 
often was that of raising 
tobacco.  The old articles 
shared a nice variety of 
farms and the farmers lo-
cated all over the county 
and some of their crops.

––– 
May 27, 1897

Si Franklin of Levias 
was in town yesterday 
with a 昀ne young saddle 
horse for sale.

William  H. 
Ordway, one 
of the most 
extensive to-
bacco raisers 
in the county, 
has reduced 
his crop this 
year.

Mr. G. H. 
Shreever says 
in the View 
neighborhood 
there is a 100-
acre wheat 
昀eld that does 
not look like 
it would be 
worth cutting.

John Shaf-
fer has been 
selling some 
mighty 昀ne strawberries. 
He raises them as large 
as peaches and has a half 
dozen different varieties.

Mr. George Hughes of 
Weston advertises the 
Rose Eran, an Irish pota-
to new in this section. He 
has been raising potatoes 
all his life and pronounces 
this the best variety he has 
found.

Mr. Andrew J. Ben-
nett of Tolu was in town 
Tuesday. He is one of the 
extensive farmers of the 
Tolu section, the greatest 
corn-growing neighbor-
hood in the First Congres-
sional district. Mr. Ben-
nett has 300 acres of corn 
planted.

–––
June 3, 1897

J. H. McDowell of Shady 
Grove says there will not 
be more than half the 
acreage of tobacco in his 
section this year.

Mr. J. C. Adams has cut 
down his tobacco acreage 
this year. His crop will be 
25 percent less than last 
year.

Mr. J. F. Conger, one 
of the thrifty farmers of 

Pleasant Hill neighbor-
hood, had nine acres of 
tobacco set the middle of 
last week. He tells us he 
has wheat that will yield 
25 bushes per acre.

Joe Samuels of Repton, 
who has a 昀ne crop of corn 
this summer, was deliver-
ing his corn to parties in 
town yesterday.

George D. 
Kemp of Shady 
Grove brought 
his old reaper 
down to town 
Wednesday and 
exchanged for a 
new one.

Horace Wil-
liamson of the 
Chapel Hill com-
munity is the only 
man who reports 
that he will have 
a larger acreage of 
tobacco this year 
than last.

Mr. Eli L. Nunn 
of Bells Mines 
was in town Tues-
day. When called 
on for the news, 

he said with enthusiasm, 
“A 昀ne rain yesterday, we 
are up with our work and 
crop prospects are encour-
aging. If there is no hitch 
anywhere, I will have plen-
ty of hog and hominy in 
my section in due season.”

Mr. Owen Boaz, who 
owns a pretty farm on the 
Dycusburg Marion Road, 
was in town Saturday.  He 
is in good spirits over the 
prospects of a good crop. 
Mr. Boaz is one farmer 
who believes in the virtue 
of commercial fertilizers. 
He thinks they ultimately 
improve the land.

Mr. David Gilliland, one 
of the tireless farmers of 
the Hurricane country, 
was in town Tuesday. Dave 
is small in stature but it is 
said that when it comes to 
moving things on a farm 
he can do more than two 
large men. He has charge 
of Foster Threlkeld’s big 
farm this year and is keep-
ing up with his 250 acres 
of growing corn.

Mr. William H. Bigham 
reports that the tobac-
co farmers of Chapel Hill 

neighborhood are done 
setting out tobacco.  He re-
ports the following crops: 
Wm. Bigham 6 acres, Carl 
Minner 5 acres, Spillman 
Hill 4 acres, Burl Walker 
8 acres, Eura Bigham 5 
acres, Charles Clement 
8 acres, Albert Walker 4 
acres, J. C. Adams 4 acres.  

A number of these wa-
tered the plants as they 
were set. These men are 
not bent on big crops, but 
they are determined to 
measure up to the best in 
quality.

Chapel Hill always has 
good tobacco, and the 
raisers have learned that 
the better the tobacco the 
better the price, and they 
are now going for the top 
昀gures.

The Chapel Hill folks say 
they are going to take the 
“cake” from the Woodall 
tobacco this year, or know 

the reason why. (Andy 
Woodall, who lived in the 
Piney Creek neighbor-
hood, had the reputation 
of being one of the 昀nest 
tobacco growers around.)

–––
June 17, 1897

Mr. A. Weldon of Tolu 
was in town Tuesday. Al-
bert has recently retired 
from the mill business and 
invested more extensively 
in farms.  He has a 昀ne 
farm near Tolu.

Mr. E. L. Horning hauled 
two loads of tobacco to 
town Saturday.

J. N. Bracey 昀gures on 
threshing out 1,500 bush-
es of wheat this season. 
Wheat harvesting will be-
gin this week.

Mr. John Asbridge 
brought a lot of 昀ne hon-
ey to town Saturday and 
soon disposed on it.  He 
took 100 pounds. from 

four stands of bees.  He 
has his hives so arranged 
that the honey is depos-
ited in our pound cases 
and these are sold without 
breaking the comb.

Col. A. D. McFee, one 
of the best farmers of the 
Fords Ferry section, is sell-
ing his last year’s crop of 
corn this week. He sold at 
30 cents per bushel and 
will deliver several hun-
dred bushels.
 –––

A few years later in the 
early 1900s a Farmer’s 
Union was organized. 
This new organization was 
formed by the farmers and 
businessmen of Marion, 
as they knew how import-
ant farming was for the 
bene昀t of the county.   

The organization was 
to help the farmers have 
a more fair and pro昀table 

income for their sweat of 
hard and honest labor. It 
would assist farmers in 
buying and selling and the 
learning of new scienti昀c 
methods of farming.  

To celebrate the forming 
of the Farmer’s Union, a 
large celebration was held 
in the early fall. Early that 
Saturday morning people 
commenced coming into 
Marion with well-昀lled 
baskets from all parts of 
the county and by noon 
more than 2,000 people 
had congregated at the 
local park. The premiums 
offered by the merchants 
and citizens of Marion 
proved an inducement 
for the farmers and their 
wives to bring in their 
products and by noon the 
park resembled a county 
fair.

Every citizen and busi-
ness of Marion was de-
lighted with the day and 
called it the most success-
ful day Marion had expe-
rience in years – another 
much remembered day for 
the people of Crittenden 
County many years ago.

–––
One farmer friend 

shared with The Critten-
den Press, in musing over 
the dark side of the farm-
ing picture which hangs 
continually before every 
ambitious farmer: 

There’s a chinch bug on 
the wheat, 

A cut worm on the corn, 
There’s interest on my 

note, 
A mortgage on my farm.
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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Back in the day before modern machinery, farmers hand picked their corn, placed it in their wagon and then took it to 
store in the corn crib in their log barns. Long hard day’s work.

A farmer’s best friend during planting season would be 
his trusty and hard-working mule.

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this free, 
weekly community calendar. 

Saturday, Oct. 11
• Bene昀t for Ashton Samuels 
will be from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Crittenden County Lions Club 
building. There will be a silent 
dessert auction. Monetary 
donations will be accepted 
at the door. Contact Kim Orr 
at (270) 704-3930 for more 
information or to make a 
donation.

Wednesday, Oct. 15
• Extension District Board 
meeting will be held at noon 
at the Crittenden County 
Extension Of昀ce.
Sunday, Oct. 19
• Piney Fork Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church will start 
Revival at 7 p.m. Church is 
located at on Hwy. 506, 6 
miles from Marion.

Community Calendar



for sale
36” Solid wood interior door, 
beautiful, still in carton, paid 
$300, will take $250. (270) 
704-5047. (2t-41-c)ks

Make an offer: Samsung 
french door refrigerator; small 
upright freezer; portable gen-
erator (AC-DC); large pull be-
hind land roller; many useful 
items. Call (859) 229-5758 
(cell) for directions. Crider 
community. (2t-40-p)

Classi昀ed advertising works! 
Customers tell us they sell 
their items faster than they 
expect by listing in The Crit-
tenden Press! Call (270) 965-
3191 to post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
Huge yard sale from 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., Thursday and Friday, 
rain or shine. Turn in Fredonia 
beside Dollar Store on Hwy. 
902, go about 6 miles, turn 
on Henry Rd. Watch for signs. 
Furniture, TVs, name brand 
clothes and shoes (all sizes), 
purses, old glassware, dishes, 
2 new Christmas trees and 
décor, lots of pictures, bed-
spread sets, remodeling, too 
much to list. 14x5 utility trailer. 
Call (270) 988-2077. (1t-40-p)

Big yard sale from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., Thursday & Friday, 8 
a.m.-noon, Saturday at 1635 
S.R. 506, Marion. Turn at East 
Depot, go 1 ½ miles. Men, 
women and boy clothes, an-
tique sewing machine, butter 
churn, 2 large metal wagon 
wheels, Dooney and Bourke 
purses, Pioneer Woman, 
heavy porch swing, home dé-
cor. (1t-40-p)

Garage sale, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thursday and Friday at 65 
Penn Drive, Marion. Lots of 
misc., too much to mention. 
(1t-40-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Parking 
lots, garages, steel buildings, 
walls, sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (12t-40-p)

bid notice
Notice of Surplus Property 
Sale: The Shady Grove Vol-
unteer Fire Dept. is accepting 
sealed bids for the following 
surplus property: 1976 Chevy 
3000 Gallon Tanker Truck, vin 
#CME676V104025, the truck 
may be inspected at Fritts 
Transmission Shop on Sug-
ar Grove Church Rd. All bids 
must be sealed and be deliv-
ered by mail to SGVFD, 35 
Providence Rd., Providence, 
KY 42450 or delivered in per-
son to that address. Bids will 
be opened at 5 p.m., Thurs-
day, Oct. 16. All questions will 
be answered by calling Dar-
rell at (812) 453-6119 or Dan 
at (270) 836-8368. SGVFD 
reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids in ac-
cordance with KRS 45-A. 
(1t-40-c)

notices
This is Cooper Recovery, 
repo of a Ford F-150, plate 
#P5R802, vin #1FTDF-
18W8VND29549, owner is 
Celeste Stone, will be sold Oct. 
25, 2025. Pick up at Creekside 

Apartments, Marion, KY. Con-
tact Cooper Recovery, (270) 
704-0943. (3t-42-p)

Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah Sun, 
Kentucky New Era (Hopkins-
ville), The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston Led-
ger and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only $250. 
Save time and money by 
making one call for all! For 
more information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 
(Offer ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for rent: 
Second 昀oor with four large 
of昀ce areas, restroom. Of昀ce 
desks furnished. Located ½ 
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, 
utilities and internet included. 
$2,200 per month.  Call Bon-
nie Howard, Kentucky Press 
Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step pro-
cess. Instant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
- Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Pre-
mium Channels included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for 
your service, call now for a free 
quote and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 

Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-855-
633-4574

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your 昀rst three months of 
Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Cred-
it Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call NATION-
AL DEBT RELIEF and 昀nd 
out how to pay off your debt 
for signi昀cantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-833-984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans 昀nd work 
or start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-877-581-3053 today!
HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-866-
329-2415 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. Restric-
tions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s Number 
One Awning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. Trans-

form your deck or patio into an 
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no 
data caps, no throttling. Pric-
es starting at $54.95. Plus, a 
$100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your 
home, your assets NOW for 
as little as 70¢ a day! Call 
1-833-360-5407

TIME SHARE/FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 

informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License 
# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 

| Justin Mason, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8019 | Mark Williams, Kentucky Land Specialist for 
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8021 | Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502

588.449 AC± | 7 TRACTS 
CRITTENDEN CO, KY

11/5/25 AT 3 PM
AUCTION HELD AT:

FOHS HALL
201 N WALKER ST

MARION, KY 42064
IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MARK WILLIAMS, AGENT: 270.439.8021 
JUSTIN MASON, AGENT: 270.439.8019
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FARMER’S DAYFARMER’S DAYFARMER’S DAYFARMER’S DAY
Sunday, October 12, 2025

NationalNationalNational

At left Leah Winn was at the controls of the combine last weekend while she and 
husband Davey were harvested corn near Frances in southern Crittenden County. 
Crittenden County farmers harvested about 18,700 acres of corn last year with an 
average of 187 bushels per acre. Local farmers say they are seeing 昀gures over 200 
bushel per acre this harvest season for corn planted early in the spring, but the yield 
is proving much lower for later corn.

United States Department of Agriculture
National Agriculture Statistics Service

Corn Harvest Estimates from 2024

County Planted Harvested Yield (Bu/Ac) Production (Bushels)
Ballard 25,900 25,000 204.5 5,112,000
Union 73,200 72,000 199.7 14,378,000
Christian 77,600 73,300 197.9 14,509,000
Warren 34,900 33,900 196.7 6,648,000
Caldwell 22,900 20,200 196.7 5,224,000
Simpson 42,700 41,700 191.6 7,990,000
Meade 16,900 16,400 190.7 3,127,000
Hickman 38,700 37,900 190.5 7,220,000
Carlisle 23,300 22,800 190.2 4,337,000
Trigg 21,700 21,000 189.9 3,988,000
Logan 67,500 62,800 189.6 11,907,000
Lyon 9,200 8,900 189.6 1,557,000
Adair 9,800 7,490 188.8 1,414,000
Metcalfe 7,500 6,500 188.5 1,225,000
Barren 31,200 24,400 187.9 4,585,000
Crittenden 19,200 18,700 187.3 3,503,000
Todd 50,200 49,000 186.1 9,119,000
Graves 65,000 63,900 184.3 11,703,000
Butler 17,300 16,100 184.2 2,966,000
Russell 6,300 4,410 183.9 756,000
McCracken 40,700 39,300 183.8 7,223,000
Henderson 65,500 63,900 181.1 11,572,000
Daviess 57,600 53,100 180.4 9,579,000
Webster 39,400 38,300 177.1 6,783,000
Hart 9,900 8,760 172.8 1,514,000
Breckinridge 19,700 19,000 171 3,249,000
Edmonson 4,700 4,090 165.8 678,000
Grayson 10,400 9,900 164.9 1,499,000
Rockcastle 2,300 2,070 164.7 341,000
Calloway 33,600 32,900 158.8 5,224,000
Ohio 27,600 26,300 158.6 4,177,000
Laurel 600 470 157.9 74,200
Muhlenberg 15,000 14,500 157.5 2,284,000
Hardin 30,100 29,300 156.7 4,591,000
Gallatin 800 780 152.8 119,000
Green 10,400 9,800 152.6 1,495,000
Livingston 9,800 7,190 149.8 1,077,000
Fleming 3,000 2,680 140.7 377,000
Allen 8,900 8,500 134.6 1,144,000
Woodford 2,500 2,240 128.6 288,000
Boyle 1,000 620 126.8 78,000
Boone 1,700 1,540 123.4 190,000
Franklin 2,100 1,550 113 175,000
Jefferson 1,100 1,040 107.2 107,000
TOTAL 1,059,400 1,004,230 170.436363 185,106,200
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High school student Logan Shafer holds a young goat so Kian Pryor and Reid Bing-
ham make a new friend. Jaxton Duncan was also assisting in the livestock area of 
the event at Crittenden Elementary School last month during Down on the Farm Day.

Last month Crittenden County Elementary School held and event called Down on the Farm Day. To the left CCHS student Gracie Orr led a program teaching young-
sters like Bailey Bebout about farm cows; in the middle photo is high school student Autumn White helps elementary school student Asher Hale at one of the hands-on 
events during Down the Farm Day; at right is Ryder Blackburn having fun checking out a John Deere Tractor. 

The USDA Farm Ser-
vice Agency’s (FSA) Di-
rect Farm Ownership 
loans can help farmers 
and ranchers become 
owner-operators of fam-
ily farms, improve and 
expand current opera-
tions, increase agricul-
tural productivity, and 
assist with land tenure 
to save farmland for fu-
ture generations.

There are three types 
of Direct Farm Own-
ership Loans: regular, 
down payment and joint 
昀nancing. FSA also of-
fers a Direct Farm Own-
ership Microloan option 
for smaller 昀nancial 
needs up to $50,000.

Joint 昀nancing allows 

FSA to provide more 
farmers and ranchers 
with access to capital. 
FSA lends up to 50 per-
cent of the total amount 
昀nanced. A commercial 
lender, a state program or 
the seller of the property 
being purchased, pro-
vides the balance of loan 
funds, with or without 
an FSA guarantee. The 
maximum loan amount 
for a joint 昀nancing loan 
is $600,000, and the re-
payment period for the 
loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must 
be an eligible farm en-
terprise. Farm Owner-
ship loan funds cannot 
be used to 昀nance non-
farm enterprises and all 

applicants must be able 
to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan ap-
plicants are also required 
to have participated in 
the business operations 
of a farm or ranch for at 
least three years out of 
the 10 years prior to the 
date the application is 
submitted. The applicant 
must show documen-
tation that their partic-
ipation in the business 
operation of the farm or 
ranch was not solely as a 
laborer.

For more information 
about farm loans, con-
tact your Hopkinsville 
Farm Loan team at 270-
885-5066 or visit fsa.
usda.gov.

FSA offers joint financing option 
on direct farm ownership loans

From sunrise to sunset,
we thank our farmers

270-965-1230
www.efirstunitedbank.com

305 N Main St Marion

NATIONAL

Charlie Day
270.965.1222

cday@efirstunitedbank.com

Farmers day



Debt payment 
on construction 
almost $800K 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Local school leaders 
say the numbers are 
coming into clearer focus 
now that tax rates are 
set, and Crittenden 
County School District’s 
2025-26 working budget 
shows steady day-to-day 
operations, debt pay-
ments tied to facilities in-
cluding the new middle 
school and a solid contin-
gency to cover unfore-
seen costs. 

During last week’s reg-
ular board of education 
meeting, the $21.96 mil-
lion budget was pre-
sented by Finance Officer 
Diane Winters. The Gen-
eral Fund, which runs 
schools, is $16.90 mil-
lion, or 77 percent of the 
spending plan. Special 
revenue, mostly grants, 
accounts for 9 percent; 
food service is 8 percent; 
building and capital 

funds together are 4 per-
cent; and school activity 
funds are 2 percent. 

Within the General 
Fund, revenue is bal-
anced to expenses at 
nearly $16.90 million. 
State SEEK is the single 
largest funding source at 
39 percent, or $6.65 mil-
lion. Local taxes supply 
21 percent, $3.48 mil-
lion. “On-behalf” state 
payments for employee 
benefits are 22 percent, 
or $3.7 million, and the 
beginning balance makes 
up the remaining 18 per-
cent. 

Instruction remains 
the district’s priority, rep-
resenting 44 percent of 
General Fund spending, 
or nearly $7.5 million. 
Physical plant operations 
and maintenance are 16 
percent, almost $2.7 mil-
lion; transportation is 7 
percent; school and dis-
trict administration to-
gether make up 12 
percent; and technology 
and business services ac-
count for 3 percent. 

The district is carrying 

an approximately 7 per-
cent contingency, about 
$1.09 million, which 
School Board Chairman 
Chris Cook said is higher 
than usual but very im-
portant. Unforeseen ex-
penses always arise, 
Cook noted. 

Debt service is listed 
separately in Fund 400 
and totals $1.11 million, 
including almost 
$800,000 in bond obliga-
tions, largely reflecting 
payments for the new 

middle school project and 
recent elementary school 
renovation. 

Local impact can be 
seen in per-student 
spending. Based on 
1,180 students enrolled, 
the total budget works 
out to about $18,613 per 
student. The General 
Fund alone is about 
$14,320 per student. In 
classrooms, instruction 
totals roughly $6,348 per 
student. Keeping build-
ings open and safe is 

about $2,283 per stu-
dent, transportation 
$1,066, and the rainy-
day contingency about 
$927. 

Even with overall en-
rollment slightly up since 
the start of the year, from 
1,175 to 1,180, the chal-
lenge for school leaders 
remains attendance (see 
absenteeism article on 
front page). SEEK dollars 
are down $79,191 com-
pared to last year be-
cause the district’s 

aggregate daily atten-
dance slid from 1,217 to 
1,149. Still, a roughly 4 
percent increase in local 
tax revenue will help off-
set the drop in state aid. 

SEEK funds are state 
dollars sent to the district 
based on the number of 
students attending class 
each day. 

From Oct. 12-18, the Kentucky Ex-
tension Homemakers Association 
(KEHA) will celebrate KEHA Week 
across the commonwealth. Established 
in 1932, the state organization’s 
11,000-plus mem-
bers are dedicated to 
learning, leading and 
serving. Educational 
programs cover a 
range of topics, in-
cluding heritage 
skills, nurturing 
families, food safety, 
nutrition, waste re-
duction, leadership, 
scam avoidance, 
civic engagement 
and more. 

This marks the 
76th year that Home-
makers have been 
active in Crittenden County. The 
county currently has 45 members and 
three traditional clubs. After Hours 
meets at 5 p.m. on the second Tuesday 
of each month; the Challengers meet at 
noon on the second Wednesday; and 
the New Era Homemakers, formed last 
year, meet at 5:30 p.m. on the second 
Thursday. All clubs are accepting new 
members, and anyone interested is wel-
come to attend a meeting. 

In addition to the traditional clubs, 
Hooks & Needles meets twice a month 

at noon on the second and fourth Tues-
day at the Crittenden County Public Li-
brary. Annual dues for membership are 
$10. 

Volunteer service is a strong empha-
sis in KEHA. Statewide, members re-
ported more than 786,000 volunteer 
hours supporting Extension and com-
munity projects, with a value exceeding 
$23 million. Since 1977, KEHA has ac-
tively supported the University of Ken-
tucky Ovarian Cancer Research Fund, 
contributing more than $1.6 million. To 
kick off this year’s fundraiser, Home-
makers will host a quarter auction Nov. 
15. 

Locally, Homemakers contribute to 
numerous efforts, including donations 
to food banks and the Family Resource 
Center, sponsoring community arts 
events and participating in beautifica-
tion projects at the park. These efforts 
have included purchasing storyboards 
for the walking trail and painting two 
murals honoring local veterans. In 
2025, Homemakers in Crittenden 
County volunteered more than 1,500 
hours, valued at over $46,179. 

KEHA is a volunteer organization 
dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
life for families and communities 
through leadership development, vol-
unteer service and education. The or-
ganization operates in partnership with 
the University of Kentucky Cooperative 

Extension Service. County Extension 
agents for Family and Consumer Sci-
ences work closely with KEHA members 
and clubs to provide educational pro-
gramming and coordinate community 
activities. 

To celebrate KEHA Week, Homemak-
ers will host various events throughout 
the community and will kick off the 

week with a Twilight Walk in the Park 
at 6 p.m. Oct. 13. 

For more information about the Crit-
tenden County Extension Homemak-
ers, contact the Crittenden County 
Extension office at 270-965-5236 or 
email rebecca.woodall@kysu.edu. Ex-
tension agents are located in counties 
all across Kentucky. 

 

Looking for a home 
Meet Lil Miss Peggy Sue. She sure has had a rough 
go at it so far. She was found with a terrible injury and 
infection that was not able to be treated. That resulted 
in the amputation of her rear leg. But trust me, that 
doesn’t dampen this girl’s spirits at all!! She is full of 
life and energy. She is playful, loves to play with any-
thing she can get her paws on and loves attention. 
She needs a playful, active family, possibly with other 
cats to run and play with. She is a Mary Hall Ruddi-
man kitten that is being housed at the Animal Practice 
of Marion. You can visit her at the clinic and pick up 
an application. Call (270) 965-1600 to set up a time to meet Peggy Sue.
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Next week is Kentucky Extension Homemakers Week and Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom with a stroke of the pen Monday has official proclaimed it 
a local celebration. Pictured behind Newcom are (from left) Rebecca Woodall, Sue 
Ledford, Janice Clack , Tessa Potter, Brandi Potter and Darl Henley.

Homemakers celebrating all next week
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